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Bube. Will you be ready with all faithful dili- 
gence, to baniſh and drive away all erroneous and 
« ſtrange doc rines » contrary to God 's avord, &c. t : 


% Anſwer, I will, Ec. 


C Biſhop. Will you maintain and ſet forwwargs, as 


% much as lieth in you, quietneſs, peace, and E 


5 among Chriſtian people, Kc. 5 
i Anfever. I will do fo, tie Lord 8 my helper.” · 
(See. be Form of | conſecrating Biſhops, & . 85 


according io the Order of the C Burch of © 
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To e a en * e in 
any caſe or upon any pretence whatever, i is 
a very awful thing. Thoſe arguments, which 
anſwer to the feelings of every humane heart on 
: this important ſubjeR, are certainly deſerving 
of a few moments conſideration. As nature, 
| humanity, and religion are the advc cates for 


mercy, ſo intereſt, pride, and avarice are their- 


oppoſers; and to which of theſe it is moſt ſafe 
to liſten, and on which ſide we may moſt ſecurely 
depend for deciſion, in caſes, where the deareſt | 


privileges of our fellow-mortals are at ſtake, Wwe 


need but little reflection to determine. 1 


It is to be hoped that ſuch is now the general 
opinion concerning offenſive war, that very few 
will I to juſtify it—and yet thereare many, 
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5 who argue with ack a degree of ſpeciouſneſs and 
Plauſibility in behalf of defenſive war, that even 
good men are led into a perſuaſion, that it is juſti- 
' Gable for Chriſtians to engage in it, for the ſafety 
and defence of their country, families, liberty, 
civil rights, &c. and to fave themſelves. from 
being Ras ih by their enemies? 


Though war in ic may appear to be 
in conſiſtent with the doctrines of the Goſpel ; 
yet it may be ſaid, that it was permitted and even 

commanded to the Jews under the Moſaic diſ- 
penſation. And, in the early ages of the church, 
many Chriſtians ſerved in a military capacity 
under Conſtantine and other emperors profeſſing 
_ Chriſtianity. And, although there will come a 
time of univerſal peace upon earth, that time is 
not. yet come: it concerns us, therefore, in the 
mean while, to chooſe the leſs of two evils, 
where one of them muſt be endured and, it is 
better to engage in war, though it be attended 
with many bad conſequences, than by declining 
it, ſubject ourſelves and others to yet greater 
calamities. 


5 This, I 5 is the ſum of all that can 

be ſaid by the profeſſors of Chriſtianity in behalf 
of defenſive war; and plauſible as it may ſeem 
at firſt light, yet, upon a little f inquiry , it will be : 


@ found 


— 


found to reſt but on a weak and rotering 
foundation. 


* 
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Let it not be thought, that the arguments now 
offered upon this ſubject are conſidered as by any 
means neceſſary to ſupport that doctrine of uni- 
verſal forbearance x, which ought to be the duty, 


and certainly is the intereſt and happineſs of 


every Chriſtian to * to the n both 


* That the precepts af. Chriſt and his i are 
directly i in favour of this doQrine, I preſume, no one can 
deny, and yet we are told by very high authority, that 
many of thoſe precepts are ** but ſtrong Oriental idioms,” : 
and therefore, not to be taken literally. But how can we 
better judge of the preciſe meaning of the precepts of any 
teachers, than by comparing them with their own practice, 
and making their aftions a comment (and what ſurer com- 
ment can we have) upon their doftrine ? The words and 


works of Chriſt appear in perfect uniſon—as two unde- 
niable witneſſes they join in bearing the moſt concluſive | 


evidence againſt all fury, contention, end ſtrife. What 
arguments then of human wiſdom can poſſeſs force. 2 | 


to diſannul ſuch an authority ? 


i” 


«© We are not at liberty o blend human inventions with 


4 pure revelation from God. Our holy faith, when preſſed 
« into ſuch an union, is injured by it, ſince it becomes 
4 difficult to diſtinguiſh between the pure privtiple and its 


— 


- 


6 debaſement by intermixture.“ | | 
| By. Fare Sermon on the 


general Faſt March 7s 1798. 
Ag - ; by 
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by -precept and example chat goctane reſts 
upon an immovable baſis. The following pages 
are deſigned as an humble endeavour to obviate 
the prejudices of thoſe, who ſincerely defire to 


arrive at the knowledge of the truth; but have 


ſtumbling-blocks thrown in their way, by the 
advocates of thoſe ideal virtues, which have long 


dazzled and deluded mankind by their falſe glare 
— and tinſel ſplendor: and which are the more 


dangerous, as being often ſuggeſted by the emiſ- 
ſaries of darkneſs, veiled under _ bs, a waranns vs 
8 of light. 


: It having been recorded in the Old Teſtament, 
that war was permitted, and on ſome occaſions 


even commanded to the Jews; ſome have been 


led to argue from this circumſtance, that war is 


therefore lawful to Chriſtians alſo. * But not to 


mention, that many things were allowed to the 
Iſraelites on account of the hardneſs of their 
heart; and that we do not live under the Moſaic 

_ diſpenſation; it feems remarkable; and truly 


deſerving of attention, that ſince the promul- 


gation of the Goſpel, the Jews have been driven 
from their own country, and not having any 
civil authority. on the face of the whole earth, 
this their right (or rather, allowance) of war is, 
and is likely to remain, for ever ſuſpended, for 
66 * ſhall be troiden under. foot of the 
6c Gentiles, 


0% 


6c Gentiles, until: the time of the Gentiles be 


60 fulfilled,” 465 . ys Kön ; 


— 


The * eractiſed ai 510 denne ends 


thivgs of 4 ſimilar nature, under a law from 


heaven; but, by its being now taken away, 


Divine Providence ſeems to ſignify, that the 


power once granted to that peculiar people (for 
reaſons known only to Infinite Wiſdom) is now 


- reſumed by that Being, who has the ſole right 


of delegating ſuch authority to mortals: and, 
every one who aſſumes it without being in like 


manner auchn can be N in no other 


N an be on * provogative- "of the | 
Creator. 5 852 „ „ 


Should it be afſerted and cee that 
Chriſtiaris were engaged in à military capacity: 
during the early ages of the church ; yet would 
it by no means juſtify Chriſtians of the preſent 
day in following -their example, if we do not 


find the practice to have been dictated and war- 


ranted by the precepts and example of Chriſt. 
The miſtakes of thoſe; who in ene age profeſſed 
_ themſelves his diſciples, will not excuſe the miſ- 
conduct of thoſe who aſſume the fame character 
in another. The queſtion is not, what Chriſtians 
have done but, what they * to have done? 


and, 


— * 
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and, what Chriſt has commanded both them and 
us to do? Otherwiſe, the temporiſing of Peter 

- with the Jewiſh converts might be alleged in 
favour of many unjuſtifiable liberties taken by 
the preſent teachers and profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
or the 'diſpute between Barnabas and Saul be 
conſidered, as a ſufficient warrant for all the 
unkindneſs and cruelty which has been ſince 

| exerciſed in the fierce contentions of Chriſtian, 
profeſſors with each other. | | 


When Peter, under tha reflitacs of his natu- 
rally warm temper, and haſty miſtaken zeal for 
his maſter's ſervice, had recourſe to the ſword, 
and cut off the ear of Malchus, who had been 
| ſent among others to apprehend Jeſus ; the bene— ; 

volent Redeemer of mankind miraculouſly healed 
the wound given by the raſh hand of his diſciple, 
and rebuked him with this memorable ſentence, 
«« Put up again thy ſword into its place, for all- 
6 they that take the ſword ſhall periſh with the 
c ſword.” This rebuke was evidently not 
confined to Peter, who (it is remarkable) as he 
was ſo ready to uſe violence in, defence of our 
Saviour, was alſo the firſt to deny him; but 
prophetically extends to all of every age, who, 
under the name of Chriſtians, ſhould in this 
reſpect follow Peter's example, as the hiſtory of 
the Chriſtian church, and the many ſurpriſing 

| changes 


Ts 1: 


n that are taking place in NE world at the | 
preſent moment, AF ſerve to RN 5 
0 the ſanction of 1 name, 
the church-of Rome, who boaſt of him as their 
head, have often ſhewn the ſame intemperate 
zeal by which he more than once inadvertently 
ſullied his character; and have uſed the weapons 
of carnal N implements of deſtrue- 
tion, as inſtruments for propagating the doctrines 
of him, who declared, that he came not 0 defiray 
men's lives, hut to fave them. Through fuch 
means the Roman pontiffs were once raiſed to 
more than regal authority ; and the crozier of 
the pretended ſucceſſor of the poor fiſherman of 
Bethſaida bore a greater ſway than all the ſcep- . 
tres on the earth; but it is obſervable, that by 
the ſame means they declined more ER . 
they aroſe. 3 3 


Aurichrij, to whom it was given to make war, 
is the direct oppoſer of the Prince of Peace, the 
Savicur of men; and therefore is very emphati- 
cally ſtyled the Ariyer :—and all who maintain 
this truly antichriſtian doctrine of the lawfulneſs 
of war, do thereby prove, that however they 
may differ in other reſpects from the Romifh 
church, or refine upon each'6ther, their deſcent 
is from one common parent; and that, whatever 

1 F elſe 
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elſe they may be, they certainly are not the real 
ſubjects of the Prince of Peace. - 


urged in favour of the Iawfulneſs of war, and 


,* « Chriſtianity in its regards, ſteps beyond the narrow 


| bounds of national advantage, in queſt of univerſal 
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The 25 of our country® is a plea frequently 


. 


good ; it does not encourage particular patriotiſm in op- 


poſition to general benignity; or prompt to love our 


country at the expence of our integrity; or allow us to 
indulge our paſſions to the detriment of thouſands. It 
looks upon all the human race as children of the ſame 


father, and wiſhes them equal bleſſings: in ordering us 
to do good, to love as brethren, to forgive injuries, and 


to ſtudy peace; it quite annihilates the diſpoſition for 
martial glory, and utterly debafes the pomp of war.” 


Sermon on Iſa. ii. by By. WATSON. 


% With foe to politics, in the uſual ſenſe of that 


word, or diſcuſſion concerning different forms of govern- 


ment, Chriſtianity declines every queſtion upon the 


ſubject. Whilſt politicians are difputing about mo- 


narchies, ariftocracies, and republics, Chriſtianity i is alike 
applicable, uſeful, and friendly to them all; inaſmuch 
as it tends to make men virtuous ; and it is eaſier to govern 
good men than bad men under any conſtitution: as it 
ſtates obedience to government in ordinary caſes; to be 
not merely a ſubmiſſion to force, but a duty of con- 
ſeience: as it induces diſpoſitions favourable to public 
tranquillity, a Chriſtian's chief care being to ow yy 
oh this est a better. ? 


* LE v,—Evidenes of Chriſtianity. 
28 
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as an excuſe for engaging in hoſtilities. But 
what is the love of our country, if oppoſed to 


the law of Chriſt, but a blind and ſelfiſh attach- 


ment to that particle of earth on which we drew 


our firſt breath, or on which we happen to live. 
The benevolence of a Chriſtian mind, derived 
as it is from a higher ſource, is not confined 


within ſuch narrow bounds. It conſiders the 
world itſelf but as a temporary ſtage, and all its 
inhabitants as brethren—as fellow-travellers to- 


wards a better country, In every human being 
the Chriſtian beholds a child of thoſe common 
parents, from whom he alſo derives his exiſtence, 
a creature of the ſame almighty power with 
himſelf, and of that form in which the Divine 
Worp united. itſelf to human nature, and went 
about doing good. Nor does this affection, 
which is univerſal and unlimited, hinder the 
Chriſtian from joining in the exclamation of the 
patriot, ©* I love my country.“ I cannot, he 
may ſay, but feel an affection to my native land; 


but the love of which the whole world is the 
object, leads me to think, that the happineſs of 


the whole is not increaſed by the miſery of a 
part. I am rather rejoiced to perceive that in 
knowing and practiſing the things which belong 
to my own peace, I am contributing in the beſt 
manner I am able, to the true intereſt and real 
welfare of all, The increaſe of the riches of 

what 
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what is but a part, delights me not ſo much as 
the improvement of its morals. I had rather 


behold my countrymen honeſt, induſtrious, and 


benevolent, though poor and lowly, than fee . 


them corrupted and enflaved by wealth, luxury, 
and ſplendor. | Betfer, far better would it be for 
me as an individual, to reſign whatever 1 
poſſeſs, than that -one human being ſhould be 
deſtroyed in my defence. All worldly enjoy- 
ments are trifles, in my eſtimation, when put 


in the ſcale againſt a fellow-creature's life. 


Humanity forbids me to deſire that any one 
might be ſeduced by alluring - promiſes and 


ſpecious pretences, into the commiſſion of enor- 


mitles, at the bare mention of which my ſoul 


mudders with horror, that I may remain eaſy 


and ſecure in my poſſeſſions! And how would 
my heart bleed, and my mind be agonized at the 
thought of my poorer neighbour being dragged 
from his much- loved home on my account z un- 
willingly forced from the few comforts he is 
bleſſed with from the moſt pleaſing proſpects 
and engagements of life—the embraces of his 


dear wife and children, dearer, perhaps, to him 


than all that this world could beſtow without 
them—to leave the innocent and deli ghtful taſk 
of labouring for their ſupport, and be forced into 


_ the field of ſlaughter; that I may be ſplendidly 
; attended, clothed in purple and fine linen, and 


fare 


| [49] 


fare bpb *he who died for the 


ſalvation of us both, and whoſe diſciple I profeſs 


myſelf to be, had not where to reſt his head; and 


when he laid down his life, was obliged to the 
charity of a Jew, for a ſepulchre to — him 
from the inſult of his enemies. 


"Th" love of — is too often made a 
ſpecious pretence for indulging our ambition; 


i ſerves as a maſk to cover the pride and diſcon- 


tent of one, the tyranny and haughtineſs of 


another, and the intereſted ſelfiſhneſs of all. It 
is, in fact, but a popular name for an immo- 


derate ſelf-love, diſguiſed under the fair, but | 


falſe character of an ardent deſire for the general 2 


welfare of our emen = 


How many flaming ogtricts have there been, 
who were ready to bawl and fight for their 
country, while they remained in poſſeſſion of its 


emoluments and honours : but no ſooner have 


they been ſtript of the borrowed plumes, than 
their poor forſaken country has had to ſeek other 


champions; and, perhaps, even for her defence 


againſt their diſcontent, ſullenneſs, and revenge. 


Again, how many of the champions of liberty 


have been loud in-their vociferations againſt cor- 


| ruption, &c. and ambitious. of reducing all to 


the ſame level with themſelves—till a glittering 


— 
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bribe has his hung within their reach, and they 
were led to the banquet which power and wealth 


provide for their deluded votaries; ſcarce have 
their lips touched the Circean cup, before they 
have funk down inebriated by the fatal draught, 
and yielded themſelves unreſiſting victims to 
that ſlavery, - which _ once pretended to 


dcipiſe. 


tbe we then, as I have heard it expreſſed, to 


give up our liberty, civil rights, &c.— quietly 


to ſit ſtill and ſuffer them to be torn from us, 
without even attempting to defend them, or 


making any retaliation for the injuri & wo 
fuſtain? that is, in other wo |s, are we pa- 


tiently to endure the ſpoiling and loſs of our 


goods; or, are we to ruſh into murder, and in 


determined oppoſition to the will of the Supreme 
Being, to hazard our eternal welfare in defence 


ef the tranſitory conveniences and accommoda- 
dens of this life? This queſtion, under either 
_ form, has its full anſwer in the words of one 15 


© wiſer than the ſons of men, What fhall it 


* profit a man, if he gain the whole world and 


4% loſe his own ſoul; or, what ſhall a man Sive 


in ann for his foul: TO 


Our liber ty. civil rights, &c. are certainly 


bleflings, while they can be enjoyed with inno- 


cence, 


[3% 1 


| cence, or be obtained without deing necks 5 
bu a crime; but they are bleſſings to us only as : 


we make a right uſe of them. At beſt, they 
relate to this life alone, and like the faſhion of 
the world to which they belong, they are ra- 
pidly paſſing away. A few fleeting years will 
inevitably cloſe our eyes to all terreſttial objects, 
and place us beyond the reach of the higheſt 
_ worldly privilege or advantage; and then, what 
will be their value to us? Again, we are apt 

to entertain falſe ideas of theſe much deſired 
enjoyments, for want of inquiring into their 
intrinſic value, and eonſidering how few of them 


contribute to the real comfort of life, and how 


little the ſolid ſatisfaction of the mind depends 
upon external circumſtances ; for want of an 
iümpartial examination of the 5 on which 
woe build our opinion of earthhy things. We 


forget, that the happineſs of man conſiſteth not 
in the abundance of his poſſeſſions; that with 


gold he often heaps up trouble; and that he can 
carry nothing away with him when he dieth, 


but the regiſter of an approving or guilty : 


conſcience. | 3 


For a nation to ſend its thouſands intothe field 
of battle, or into a foreign land to meet thoſe 


enemies, who otherwiſe might become the in- 
vaders, | is committing a real and certain evil, in 


B 2 : | | order 
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-viitht to avoid that which is only ſuppoſed 1 
uncertain. | 


The dread of being deſtroyed by dur enemies, 1 


if we do not go to war with them, is the effect 


of a guilty conſcience, and can never be conſi- 
dered by Chriſtians as any thing but mere folly 
and deluſion ; for, however ſpeciouſly it may be 
gloſſed over, it is a plain and unequivocal proof 
of our diſbelief in the ſuperintendence of Divine 
Providence, and that we had rather depend for 
protection upon man, the child of duſt and 


creature of a day, than on that Supreme Almighty 


Governor, in whoſe hands are the iſſues of life 
and death. : 2 

The wrath of man worketh not the righteouſneſs 
of. God, Does Omnipotence need the feeble aid 


of human power [the chariets of Ijrael and the 


horſemen ) to compel men to obey the dictates of 
Infinite Wiſdom? If war is to be by war 
deſtroyed, and mortal pride to be ſubdued by 
mortal force, why bled Jeſus on the croſs? Why 
were thoſe F whom the world was not werthy, whip- 


. ped to death „Atoned, exiled, &c. “? Heb. xi. Why 
was Chriſtianity eſtabliſhed through the ſuffer- 


ings, forbearance, and humility of its profeſſors? 
Why are there left upon record precepts that diſ- 
countenance every propenſity to revenge or reta- 

5 liatlon? 


„ * 
Hation? And why did the lives and actions of 
the Author of our faith, and his apaſtles, hold 


up ſo glorious and bright an example, to encou- 1 


rage us to enter upon the paths of peace, if 
Chriſtians of the preſent day be at liberty to 
negle& and diſregard it, ſuatching vengeance 
from the hand of Him 1 len alone u, 
e T0, 


_ 


That there will come a time, when 3 1 5 


peace ſhall reign upon. earth, feems to have | 
become almoſt a general belief; but, it is alleged p 


that the time is not yet—that this is not the age 


in which it is to take place. This, indeed, may 
not be the time, when all men will ſubmit to be 
guided im their actions by the harmonizing prin- 
eiples of the Goſpel, and to live together in 
undiſſembled amity and love; yet this is the 
time, when true Chriſtian charity ought to 
poſſeſs and govern the hearts and lives of all, 
| whoſe minds are enlightened by the Sun of 

Righteouſneſs; who profeſs themſelves ſubjects 
to the kingdom of Chriſt, and ſee the neceſſity 
of an unreſerved obedience to the dictates of his 
ſpirit—to theſe 9 255 the time is come. 


If men become not Chriſtians iel, 


and bear not their teſtimony to the deſign and 


end of che Goſpel, in oppoſition to every thing 
| Y &: | that 5 
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that militates againſt it; how is the reign of 
righteouſneſs and peace to be promoted, and how 
is it ever to become general? - If we do not 
become peace-makers now, when are we to 


make good our title to that character; and what 


will the continual expreſſion of, let thy kingdom 


come, and thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 


avail us? Our good-will to men can no other- 
wiſe be rightly manifeſted than by our obedience 
to him who died for their ſalvation ; and, upon 


no other foundation can we ſafely reſt our hopes 


of ſharing in the reward of the faithful and 
wiſe ſervant who did his maſter's will. 


War being the ſcourge, as well as effect of 


moral depravity, it may not be conſiſtent with 


the purpoſes of Divine Wiſdom, that an end 
ſhould at this time be put to it every where; yet, 
as Providence has kindly permitted us the oppor- 
tunity of withdrawing our aid and aſſent from 


its enormities, of refraining from blood - guilti- 
nefs, and poſſibly of reſcuing ſome few of our 


fellow- creatures from the remorſe, &c. attendant 


upon ſuch practices; this may, perhaps, be part 


of the work aſſigned us as individuals; and for 
the neglect of which, thoſe who are convinced 
of its importance may have to anſwer. 


* are we to withhold our obedience te 
Chrilt 


| 1 19 4 | 
Chriſt ĩ in this reſpect, until all men are agreed, : 


more than in any other? We might with an 


equal degree of propriety, plead the ſame excuſe 
for withholding our obedience from all the other 
precepts of the Gofpel; and pretend thus to 
juſtify ourſelves for theft, adultery, drunken- 


neſs, and every other evil. All the laws of 
Chriſt are certainly of indiſpenſable obligation, 


and the obſervance of every one of them is there- 
fore eſſential to the well-being, | as well as the 


er 5 a — 
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There are i from a natural tender- 
neſs of heart, ean feel very ſenſibly for thoſe 
who among their nearer connexions meet with 
diſaſters, diſappointments,. and affliftion ; and 


are ready to do all in their power to alleviate 


them, when they fall within the compaſs of 


their immediate obſervation; yet can read or 
talk of the miferies and defolation of war (though 


unavoidably fatal to the morals, comfort, and 
happineſs, as well as to the lives of thouſands) 


without a ſigh, or giving themſelves hardly a 


moment's concern; nay, can even plead at 
times in excuſe for war, that it is a neceſſary : 


evil? But, whence this ſtrange contradiQion, 
_this glaring inconſiſtency i in the conduct of rea- 


ſonable beings, but from the ſelfiſhneſs of our 
corrupt nature, which prevents us from being 
affected 


—. 


| afeed wi thoſe diftreſſes from which we ate 
exempted by our fituations in life? We are apt 
to regard mankind. only as they. ſtand e 
with ourſelves, are of our own language, and 

agreeable to us in their manner, or ſerviceable 
in the promotion of our worldly intereſt and 
enjoyments; forgetting that every child of ſor- 
row is our brother, and capable of the ſame 

- ſenſations with ourſelves. But it is not enough 
that we heave an involuntary ſigh, or drop an 
occaſional tear, at the recital of human miſery ;. 
our hearts muſt be enlarged and our hands ex- 
tended for the conſolation and relief of all who 
Rand in need of our affiſtance : what little 
power, intereſt, or ability we may be bleſſed 
with (however ſmall) ought to be exerted in 
promoting every thing that may tend, even in 
the remoteſt degree, to mitigate and leſſen the 
ſufferings of mankind. And what can tend ſo. 
much to this great and benevolent purpoſe, as 
the removal of thoſe obſtacles“ which hinder the 
8 « While human learning is making a rapid progreſs in 
14 its various branches, the. religion of Chriſt is almoſt 
«. every where overwhelmed by human formularies and 
* ſyſtems. Chriſtianity can never have its free courſe 
* among men of improved underſtandings, and even among 
* rational creatures in general, while groſs mifrepre- 
I fentations of it are fubſlituted in the place of the ſimple 


_ + and perfeſt original,® - ; ere agar gt 
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| ſpirit of Chriſtianity from ſhedding its benign | 
and healing influence over the face of the whole 


earth? We ſhould endeavour to open the eyes 
of our fellow-creatures to their true intereſt, 
and convince them that our individual happineſs 
is beſt promoted by our united exertions for the 
comfort and welfare of thè whole human race; 


for we are members one of another, and if one 


member ſuffer, all the members ſhould feel and 
luffer with it. 


But mankind can never come into a ſtate of 
concord with each other, or continue in it for 
any length of time, ſo long as they are governed 
by their luſts, ambition, avarice, and revenge; 
they muſt be freed from the tyranny of theſe, 
to fit them for that much defired age of univerſal 


peace, which the Scriptures teach us to look 


far: and, as he who experiences this work to be 


If Chriſtianity were flripped of all diſguiſes, and ſhewn 
« jn her native ſimplicity and beauty, juſt as ſhe deſcended 
© from heaven all objections to her divine origin would 


" immediately vaniſh,” ?“ 
FARMER on the Temptation in the Wilderaf 


| 4 The taking away falſe foundations is not to the preju- 
d dice, but advantage of truth, which is never injured or 
endangered ſo much, as when mixed with, or built on, 
« falſchood,”  _ LOCKE on Human Underflanding. 
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effected in his own heart, contributes to its ad- 
vancement, ſo, on the contrary, he who with- 
holds the afliftance he is capable of affording, in 


Whatever way it may be, is fo far injurious to 


himſelf, his country, and all mankind, by har- 
bouring in his boſom thoſe ſecret but deſtructive 
enemies *to human happineſs, which are ſo 


ready, on every ſlight occaſion, to break forth 


and involve all within their reach in ſtrife, 
onion, and every evil work, b 


What can poſſibly be more different than the 


: profeſſors of 'Chriſtianity in the ſeveral ages of 
the world from cach other? In one age they 


are recorded to have been meek and lowly fol- 


_ lowers of their ſuffering Lord, yielding their 
backs to the ſcourge, their cheeks to thoſe: who 


plucked off the hair, and their breaſts to the 
ſword of the executioner, without murmuring 
or reſiſtance and even praying for their mur- 
derers: in another, we are ſtruck with aſtoniſh- 
ment to ſee men, under the very ſame profeſſion, 
in all the tinſel pomp of military parade, leading 


forth their reſpective legions againſt each other, 
and contending even unto death for ſome trifling 


object,—and attempting to juſtify their conduct 


under the ſpecious plea of neceſſity ; but what 


will fuch a plea avail, in that awful day when 


1 1 is made for blood ? Inflruments of 


cruelty 


— 


VVV 
eruelty are in their habitations—O my foul, come 
not thou into their ee Piggy their aſſembly,” mine 


bonour, be not thou united 5 8 


Who can 1 veliig: ſhockes at beholding 
the croſs, once the emblem of peace and recon- 
ciliation to the ſons of men, now uſed to excite 
in their boſoms thoſe diabolical tempers, from 
which the Lamb of God laid down his life to 
ſave us. And to heighten the dreadful ſcene 


( Oh! more than folly and madneſs!) the 
' preachers of Chriſtianity pitching their tents 


under the banners of the deſtroying angel, and 
itimulating thoſe who blindly rely on them for 
ſaving inſtruction, to deeds, at the bare mention 
of which the heart of humanity recoils, and 
which fill their unhappy country with widows 


and orphans. Who can think of theſe things, 


without lamenting the infatuation, ignorance, 


and deluſion of the preſent race of Chriſtians, 


and dreading: the awful effects of ſuch an 


apoſtacy from a religion that never did, nor ever 


will breathe any thing but PEACE ON EARTH 
and Goop-W1LL TO > Men. | 


And ſhall we ſee our — ſinking 
by thouſands into a gulph of error and deſtruction, 
and not extend an arm to ſave thoſe who are yet 

| within | 
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within our reach, or even to beckon them to 
- the ſhore ? Let not thoſe, to whom truth has 
been revealed, conceal it within their own 
breaſts, and “ ſullen, like lamps in ſepulchres,” 
ſuffer © their ſhine to enlighten but themſelves.” 


It has been obſerved, and with ſome degree of 
truth, that it is difficult to draw the line be- 
tween offenſive and defenſive war, and between 
defenſive war and that coercion which it is 
neceſſary - that the civil magiſtrate ſhould exer- 
ciſe to reſtrain the unruly from invading the 
rights and diſturbing the peace of their fellow- 
citizens. It may be ſo to thoſe who ſuffer 
themſelves to be governed by erroneous prin- 
ciples, If we allow that the civil magiſtrate ' 
has a right on ſome occaſions to diſpoſe of the 
lives of his ſubjects, it will then be difficult. 
But, if we ſet aſide that uſurped power over 
human life which no mortal can juſtly aſſume, 
the difficulty vaniſhes in a moment, Here are 
fixed the limits of man's authority, T hau . be 
not ill, 


The right of puniſhing even murder by death 
is queſtionable, and has been conſidered by ſome 
wiſe and good men as unjuſtifiable, and incon- 
ſiſtent with the dictates of juſtice, policy, 

| hs of humanit y, 


to 


has 
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humanity, and religion“. In what light then 


muſt the ſame mode of puniſhment be regarded 
when inflicted for offences of a leſs criminal 
nature? And if man appears not to be endued 


with any divine authority to take away the life 


of man, for the commiſſion of the moſt enor- 
mous crimes, what can palliate, or juſtify, the 
deſtroying of thouſands uncondemned by any 


human law? There may be a diſtinction made 


in courts of judicature between lawful and un- 


* See Blackſtone' 8 Commentaries ; Eden on Penal Law; 5 


Treatiſe on Criminal Law; the Marquis of Beccaria on 


Crimes and Puniſhments; Dr. Ruſh, of America, on ; 


- Puniſhment of Murder by Death, &c. &c. 


Though it may be alleged, that ſome under the Moſaic 
diſpenſation were permitted to inflit capital puniſhments, 


yet it may be anſwered in the words of one wiſer than the 
children of men, that this was ſuffered on account of the 
hardneſs of their hearts, but, that in the beginning it was 


not ſo. Cain (the firſt unhappy example upon record of 


the fatal effects of unbridled envy and revenge) though the 


murderer of his brother, was not doomed to death by the 
Almighty, but condemned to wander a wretched vagabond 
on the earth; and heavy puniſhment was threatened to any 
who ſhould kill him. (Gen. iv.) Nay, even though he 


R ſcemed to deſire death as a refuge from thoſe refleQions, 


which, after the commiſſion of that fatal crime, imbittered 
the remainder of his days. Human juſtice would in this 


| caſe have condemned the unhappy: criminal to ſuffer death, 


while Divine Wiſdom _ fit to reſerye him for other 


purpoſes. 1 5 
0 ri | 
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lawful murder—between puniſhable theft * 
legal plunder: but what can juſtify a Chriſtian, 
or one who lays any claim to humanity, in 
depriving a man of his life or property againſt 
his will, in any caſe whatever, ſo as to diſmiſs 
him guiltleſs from the bar of his own conſcience ? 
Before this tribunal, no ſagacity of the moſt 
learned and eloquent advocate can prove, that 
killing is not murder—or that it- is more juſti- 
fable for a man to land on the coaſt of Africa, 
or any other foreign ſhore, to deſtroy or plunder 
its inhabitants, than it would be for him to kill 
the firſt man he met, who' ſhould refuſe to fur- 
niſh him with the means of purchaſing ſome 
bauble on which his mind was Tet. No com- 
miſſion from any earthly power could {till the 
remonſtrances of that ever-preſent reprover, who 
would be continualhy reminding him, that he 
had flain a man to his hurt, whoſe blood, like 
that of Abel, cried againſt him from the ground. 


A ſailor in an engagement having diſcharged 
one of the guns, was ſuddenly ſtruck with the 
following thought, “ What if that ball has killed 
« a man!” the thought kept ſuch poſſeſſi ion of 
his mind, that he was ever after unable again to 
do a ſimilar action. And is it dat indiſpenſably 


neceſſary 


* See an account of Thomas Lurting * D. 166g) in 
Sewell's hiſtory of the Quakers. 


Happy 


a; 
neceſſary for every one to conſider hat may be 
the conſequence of his entering- into an eagage- 
ment, in which murder may not only: be pro- 
bable, but certain to be committed. This hand, 
may the young: ſoldier exclaim, when the ſhrill | 
' trumpet 


Happy ale! did 1 3 live up to the prin- 


ciples which they profeſs; thoſe principles which formed 


that true philanthropiſt, whom hundreds followed ſorrowing 
to his grave; where the repreſentatives of potentates, the woe- 
worn ſlave, and men of every rank (differing in complexion, 
language, and opinion) forgot awhile the vain diſtinctions 
which ſeparated them from each other; and, as the children 
of one common parent, animated by one ſoul, ſtood in awful 
expreſſive ſilenge, and dropt a —_— tear to 1 ; 


memory of Anthony Benezet, 


The author of a ſmall anonymous work, entitled $41 Ia | 
„ Predication,” which appeared at Paris in the year wo 
thus ſpeaks of this remarkable people: | 


| (See p. 88 of a tranſlation of that work, entitled © The 
© Inefficacy of Preaching.” London, 1771. Printed for 


Wilkie and Robſon. ) 


« Do you wiſh to ſee a virtuous people ? Repair to an 


*« ;mmenſe city, the rival of Paris; there you may find a, . 
remarkable tribe, mixt with the reſt of the world by 


&« their occupations, but ſeparated from them by their 
„religion, and ſtill more fo by their manners. The 
1% Quakers, ridiculed by the gay world, are ſtrangers to 


* intemperance, - brutality, fraud, injuſtice, and violence 
„ ſeldom charged with fal ſehood, when cited to appear as 


© witneſles in courts of judicature, the law ſo highly / 
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trumpet” calls to arms, ds yet unſtained with 
human blood; this heart is as yet unſullied by 
the guilt of murder; but when I return in 
the (evening (if ever I do return) can J rea- 
ſonably expect to enjoy this comfortable re- 
flection? No; if I reflect at all, a conſciouſ- 


neſs 


« reſpeQs their probity, that it admits their radon 7 in 
lieu of an oath. In trade, which they are all engaged 
© in, the buyer never aſks abatement, becauſe he knows 


« the ſeller will not exact. The law to puniſh bankrupts 


© was not made againſt them, for if, by an inevitable miſ- 


1 fortune, a Quaker ſhould fail, his brethren would ſet 


% him up again. They are never found in tumults, of 


« popular commotions ; and being excluded from all pdits, 
ei dignities, and honours, they know how to be happy in 


«© humility, in à cloſe application to their buſineſs, and in 
the boſom of their families. They practiſe one virtue, 


« which will always render them obnoxious to princes; 
« and that is, they will not fight. They ſay, there are lions 
« and tigers enough without them; but, in obedience to 
« the laws, they furniſh money to feed the lions and tigers. 
«« This flock of ſheep, this band of honeſt people, is only 


44 a remnant, as is well known, of that large colony which 
„ makes Penſylvania flouriſh. That juſt and pacific con- 
44 queror, William Penn, forſook the pleaſures, the titles, 


10 and che elegancies of London, and went to eſtabliſſi the 
«. reign of virtue among the ſavages of America: without 
arms, deceit, or violence, he purchaſed of them his 
% empire, and gave to the*metropolis of it the noble name 


* of Philadelphia, becauſe it 'was founded on n 
ah love.” | 


"Although 


— 
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neſs of injuſtice, violence, and ſlaughter may 
weigh me down to the earth; and then even 
| ſleep, that image of death, may not afford me 
reſpite. My buſy ſpirit, unrepreſſed by my 
tired limbs, may in horrid viſions be acting | 
over again the fatal deeds of the irrevocable day. i 


Saif, pred ett is allowed to be the firſt law 
of nature; but this principle, which is often 
improperly urged as an argument in favour of a 
man's deſtroying another's life to ſave his own, 
is one of the ſtrongeſt arguments to ſupport the 
cauſe I am pleading. The brutes, taught by 
inſtinct (as it is called) will give up all to pro- 


long their exiſtence; and ſome of them, when 


taken in a ſnare, will, with a courage more 
than human, gnaw off a limb to ſave _—_ _ 


Although this deſcription may perhaps bs 1 as a 
mere panegyric in reſpect of too many of thoſe who wear 


the external garb of Quakeriſm, yet it is but the genuine 


effects of thofe principles held by the firſt founders of this 
ſect, and which are ſtill profeſſed by and exemplified in the 
actions of a noble few, who tread in | the ſteps of their 


humble and pious predeceſſors. 


Among the chaff of every ſect may FE obſerved, by thoſs 
who can look beyond the outward appearance, a few grains 
of good ſeed, bringing forth the gracious fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs and peace. May the hour ſoon arrive in which their 
ſeveral prejudices agginſt each other may be laid _ and 


they may all be united in one faith, 
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dangered lives. They thus act up to the per- 
feQion of their nature; and had man, like them, 
no higher privilege than mortal exiſtence, he 
would be acting right in following their example. 


But man has ſomething more than mortal life to 


Preſerve, ſomething that may more properly be 
conſidered himſelf—a ſoul to guard from every 
taint of guilt and diſobedience to his Creator's 
will: to preſerve this therefore, he ſhould give 
up all, even the natural life itſelf, rather than 


ſuffer it to contract a pollution which might 
_ accompany him beyond the grave J and Incapa- 
citate him for future happineſs. 


6 ; 


The man, who to ſave his own life ſlays 


another, may prolong it only to be deſtroyed by 


a fever, or ſome other diſorder; which, for 


aught he knows, may carry him off in the e 


of a few hours; or his exiſtence here may be 


only lengthened to pine away under the mourn- 


ful reflection, that a fellow- creature has ſunk 
lifeleſs to the ground beneath his nn arm. 


: The man, ho; after Aach every poſ- 
ſible means of eſcape, ſuffers himſelf to be 
deprived of exiſtence in this world, becaufe he 


dare not lift up his hand againſt the life of a 
tellow- creature, may be regarded as weak and 
pulillanimous. But what then ? — Will the cen- 

Ss - fn 


; quiet remains in the ſilent tomb; or diveſt his 
innocent ſpirit of the peaceful reflection, that 
he died without having added to his other 
offences the guilt of murder? It is true, he 


* 4 


ſ are of a few frail miſtaken mortals diſturb! his 


may have left behind him thoſe who ſtood in 


need of his protection and ſupport: but he has 


left them ſtill within the reach of the boundleſs 


and unwearied benevolence of Him, who i is not 
likely to withhold his all-ſufficient care from 


thoſe connexions which have been given up for 
his ſake. If ſuch a man be in error, his error is 
on the ſide of mercy : it is not his alone; he has 
an example for it in the conduct of the Primitive 


Chriſtians—of the firſt great preachers of 


Chriſtianity, the Apoſtles; and it is founded on 


the r and practice of Man Chriſt if. 


The chief aim of thoſe wha argue; in | behalf 


of defenſive war is directed at the paſſions, which 
are but too apt to receive ſudden impreſſions _ 


without the afſent of the. underſtanding, and to 


| hurry men into actions, which in their mote 


reflecting moments they cannot but diſapprove. 


And to ſuch ſtraits are they driven for arguments 


on this head, that they generally put caſes which 


very ſeldom, if ever, occur: © Suppoſe,” will 


they ſay, that not only. a man's own life be in 


HH danger, but the life alſo * his wife-and chil- 


. | « dren, 


wv - - F - 
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lit 4 dren, can religion, can Chriſtianity, forbid 
Wt him to ſtand forth in their defence; and, if 
ft | «« neceflity requires it, to ſlay the aſffailant ?” 
| Nature would, no doubt, feel on ſuch an oc 
ſion more than words can expreſs. But let us 
remember, that there may be a ſtill greater trial 
of our dependence upon our Maker were we 
commanded, as faithful Abraham was, to offer 
up an only child! His conduct may well ſerve 
as a comment upon thoſe paſſages, in which our 
bleſſed Saviour thus addreſſes his diſciples: He 
that loveth father or mother more than me, is not 
warthy of me; and he that Ioveth ſon or daughter 
more than me, is not worthy of me. He that wjll 
ill ſave his life ſball Iofe it, and be that loſeth his life 
| .=- for my ſake ſhall find it. (Matt. x. 37, 39. See 
lt - alſo Mark x. 35. Luke xiv.. 26.) This alſo 
it may be an example for our imitation in the 
| | trying hour of afflicting diſpenſations, an 
It ſuch de allotted us. | 


| There. are certainly duties which we owe to 
ourſelves, our relations, friends, country, and 

all mankind=duties, which juſtice, humanity, 

and religion require us to fulfil; unleſs they 
come in competition with that higher and more 
important duty of obedience, which we owe to 

the Supreme and Benevolent Parent of all. 
When theſe ſeveral duties claſh with each other 
EE. (which 


1 38. J 
(which they never do but through too great an | 
attention to our worldly intereſt) it is 55 to ſee 
which of the two ought to give way. 


The duties we owe to our fellow-creatures, and 
which ariſe from our ſituations in this ſtate, and 
tie us to each other in the various connexions of 
kindred, friendſhip, and love, are no otherwiſe 


to be rightly maintained than by an unreſerved 


obedience to the diftates of Divine Wiſdom ; 


which obedience, as it aſſimilates us to the 
Divine Nature, is the only ground 4 way to 
de 1 future happineſs U 


Theſe, 1 are truly Chriſtian priveigledt; z 
and upon ſuch principles alone can univerſal 
peace ever be eſtabliſhed : the promulgation of 
them can never. prove inimical to any govern- 
ment; for the man who dares not lift up his 


hand againſt a fellow-creature, in defence of his 
own property, life, and deareſt connexions, will 


hardly be ſeduced to act with violence upon any 
leſs motives; and he, whoſe every action is 


framed according to the will of God, will never 


willingly or knowingly offend, much leſs injure, 
thoſe whom his Maker has commanded and 


taught him to love even'as himſelf. 


POSTSERIPT. 


8 H OULD theſe pages fall ipto the hands of 
any of thoſe brave, but miſtaken men, 
who are engaged in what is termed the ſervice | 
of their country, they are requeſted to favour 
them with a ſerious and candid perufal—widely 
as they muſt differ from the author, it has been 
his endeavour to avoid giving them or others the 
ſlighteſt cauſe of offence, It is far, very far 
from his intention to condemn them, even in 
thought. He is firmly perſuaded that many of 
them act ſincerely, though, perhaps, ignoranily 
in unbelief, To their own maſter muſt every 
one ſtand or fall. Happy would he eſteem him- 
ſelf to become the inſtrument of awaking in 
their hearts thoſe latent ſuggeſtions, which (if 
attended to) would lead them to lay aſide the 
weapons of carnal warfare, and enliſt under the 
banners of the captain of their ſalvation : there 
would they find a more ample field for the ex- 
ertion of their fortitude and courage ; and, by 
ceaſing from contentions for a periſhable chaplet 
and an uncertain rewardfrom men, become candi- 
| dates 
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4 for an unfading immortal crown, tl * 
recompenſe of the juſt, from the n giver. of 


every; good + and perfect Si. e 


When we confidai . hd abilities 
learning, and influence of many worthy men, 


who, blinded by the prejudices. of education, 
plead in behalf of defenſive war, there is but 


little cauſe to wonder at the leſs informed and 


leſs thoughtful part of mankind falling 3 into this 5 


fatal error. 


A ſuſiciency to furniſh the contents of a 
volume, and that no inconſiderable one, con- 
demning the practice of war in general, might 


be ſelected from the writings of eminent cha- 


racters of the preſent day, eſpecially of the 
Biſhops, &c. of the eſtabliſhment : and yet 


( (ſtrange and unaccounta 


as it is) at every 
ordination, held generall 
year, ſubſcriptions are required from the candi- 
dates for holy orders, to articles which contain 
this truly antichriſtian tenet, as the doctrine of 


truth,“ That it is lawful for Kaen to wear 
„% weapons, and ſerve in the wars.” What is 


this but ſuffering men blindly to aſſent to propo- 


ſitions as true, which are moſt evidently falſe, 
and ſpreading {till more wide the fatal influence 


of a dangerous and deſtructive error making an 
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acknowledgment | of the very mark of Antichriſt 
part of the qualification of a miniſter of the 


Prince of Peace, and, as it were, leading men 
into the ſacred receſſes of the ſanctuary with a 


word in their right hand? May thoſe whom 


this remark concerns, give it the conſideration | 
which it ſo well —_— 7-44 8 1 | 
53% 25 551 S2 * He 

Others again who! aiſſent Rom the eſtabliſhed - 
er on matters of doubtful diſputation, ſpe- 


culative opinions, forms, and ceremonies, wet 


retain and plead for this moſt objectionable error; 


many of almoſt every party, while ſeparating 


from, and diſputing with each other, for the 


ſyſtems and theories of conceited, ſelfiſh, proud, 
or intereſted men, are acting in direct contra- 
dittion to the real principles and moſt eſſential 
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